* SOUTH AFRICA »

GARDENS of BABYLON

Visit this historic vineyard in the Franschhoek valley, just outside Cape Town, and discover
a contemporary farm hotel where food is served fresh from eight acres of beautiful gardens

Words KERRYN FISCHER Production WWANNE TOMS/FRANK FEATURES

‘ hen we bought the farm six years ago, I knew I

two placcs to caton the property - Babel and The Green House |

would have to devote all of my time to

this project happen,” recalls Karen Roos, the

former editor of ELLE Decoration South Africa
who, with her husband Koos Bekker, now owns Babylonstoren, one
of the best-preserved werfs (farm yards) in the Cape.

Today, the original 18th-century manor house and 13 classic
Cape Dutch cottages make up a restored farm hotel, which is set
against a majestic batkdmp of the Simonsberg, Du Toitskloof and
Franschhock m¢ The s thlckw:lls.mr\tdw«
and hearty fireplaces suggest a traditional farm-stay experience, but

(i ). 2 built conservatory where snacks are
served - pluu bakery, charcuterie, fromageric and bees for making
honey, there's no chance of anyone going hungry.

The main dining zone, Babel, cclebrates the flavours of the garden
through fresh, no-fuss dishes overseen by food stylist and author
Maranda Engelbrecht, who groups the food on the menu according
to colour and taste. A ‘fresh from the garden’ section showcases
fruit and vegetables in a choice of red, green and yellow, paired
with optional extras such as sal trout, smoked chicken, bil
and ch M hile, the home-grown approach is carried

with a contemporary twist: furniture is by brands such as Kartell,

Magis and Driade, and an ult di houses the
kitchen and dining arca.

Then there's the cight-acre garden, lych g tapestry
that informs every aspect of life here, and one of the real draws for
guests coming to stay. Split into 15 sections, it features fruit and
vegetables, indigenous plants, fragrant lawns of thyme and a prickly
pear maze. Many of the fruit orchards have trees more than 100
years old and all of the 300 varieties of plant are edible, from blood
oranges and persi to asparagus and mush And with
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through to the interior, where table arrangements artfully combine H
heads of savoy cabbage with striking clusters of broccoli lowers,

“We are beholden to the garden,’ Engelbrecht explains.

Days are intentionally unscripted, with guests encouraged to
take part in harvesting, pruning and planting if the mood takes
them. There are also wine-tasting evenings, a spa, and a reservoir
that has been converted into the most stylish of pools, Borrow

mountain bikes, go canoeing, visit the farm shop - and, of course,

take a guided tour of those gorgeous gardens.
babylonstoren.com
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tages,
traditional architecture belies their
vltea: ssodern interiors.
This page The men ot Babel - ane of
Lo restaurants on the property - is




